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NEWS RELEASE
Public Service Announcement from the 
Bend Fire Department and 
Oregon State Parks Department
June 25, 2024
For Immediate Release

For More Information: Dan Derlacki, Deputy Fire Marshal 
Phone: (541) 322-6386
2024 Fireworks on Pilot Butte
Fireworks Show Safety Information 
This year’s 4th of July Pilot Butte public fireworks display will commence at approximately 10pm on Tuesday, July 4th, 2024. Here are some items to help us prepare for a safe show for the entire community:

· The access road to the summit will be closed to all vehicle traffic. The gate closes at 10pm on June 30th and will remain closed until the afternoon of July 5th due to fireworks operations. All the trails and roadways will be accessible to pedestrians only starting 10:00 pm on June 30th. With the exception of the summit, which will be closed to all but authorized personnel and equipment. This is for everyone’s safety and security. 
· Access to ALL trails and roadways (top to bottom) on Pilot Butte will be closed on July 4th at sun up through the afternoon of July 5th. No access will be permitted with security and law enforcement on site to enforce restrictions. This is for the safety of the set-up crews and visitors to the park. The area will reopen when the clean-up process has been completed. 
· Signs/fences and security will be placed at the closure points on the Butte. Please respect the closed areas and do not attempt entry, for your own safety and the safety of those working to set up the fireworks. Visitors will NOT be allowed into the closed areas at any time.
· Reminder that fireworks are not allowed in the City of Bend as per city ordinance. Some sparklers, smoke bombs and pop-its are allowed as they are not considered fireworks. Please visit our website www.bendoregon.gov for more information. Leave the fireworks to the professionals and enjoy the great show from the butte. 
· Please refrain from flying any drones or aircraft over or near the show. If a drone is struck by a firework and falls it causes a great safety risk to the fire crews and fireworks operators on the butte as well as any spectators nearby. FAA prohibits all drones from flying over crowds, exceeding 400 feet in elevation, flying at night without specific waivers and all drones must stay in the operator’s line of sight at all times.  
· Please do not shine any lights or lasers are fire crews on the butte. In the past crews have had commercial grade lasers shined in their eyes and this has caused safety concerns for their eyes and ability to see on uneven ground at night. 

· Oregon State Parks and Bend Fire & Rescue remind everyone to keep pets safe on the 4th. Keep them secured so they can’t run off but ensure they have a collar on throughout the day just in case they do. Also remember that pets are not permitted anywhere in the park at the base of Pilot Butte during the show. 
The fireworks are presented each year as a gift to the community from Subaru of Bend and their partners. Thanks also to the local Scout troops that help clean up the fireworks each year after the show. A huge thank you to the local fire crews from the US Forest Service and Oregon Department of Forestry for assisting with the fire safety on the butte during the show. Without their support each year this show would not be possible.
For more information, please contact Oregon State Parks at (541) 388-6055 
or Bend Fire & Rescue at (541) 322-6386.

MEDIA ONLY:

If media is interested in getting access to the top of the butte to see the set-up of the fireworks show, we can accommodate that only July 3rd only. We have scheduled a 10-11am time frame to take media up to the top for videoing and interviews. No media will be allowed on the butte on the 4th due to safety concerns of the fireworks being on the butte. Please contact Dan Derlacki at 541-322-6386 to arrange to go up. Interviews will be available on top. 
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