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Wilsonville Woman Sentenced to Federal Prison for Laundering More Than 

$4.6 Million in Drug Proceeds 

PORTLAND, Ore.—A Wilsonville, Oregon woman was sentenced to federal prison today for 
laundering millions of dollars in drug proceeds as the chief money launderer for a drug 
trafficking organization operating in the Pacific Northwest and California. 

Jacqueline Paola Rodriguez Barrientos, 44, was sentenced to 57 months in federal prison and 
three years’ supervised release. 

“We thank the coordinated efforts of our federal, state, and local law enforcement partners 
actively combatting these drug trafficking organizations and the damage they inflict on our 
communities,” said Natalie Wight, U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon.  

“While people like Ms. Rodriguez Barrientos conceal the profits of drug enterprises, the losses 
fall on far too many Americans and their families,” said Adam Jobes, Special Agent in Charge of 
IRS Criminal Investigation’s Seattle Field Office. “We will continue doing our part to expose the 
finances of criminal organizations.” 

According to court documents, beginning in fall 2021, special agents from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Portland began investigating a drug trafficking 
organization suspected of transporting counterfeit oxycodone pills containing fentanyl and heroin 
from California into Oregon and Washington State for distribution.  

A parallel financial investigation led by IRS Criminal Investigation (IRS:CI) revealed that 
Barrientos laundered money generated by the drug trafficking organization through the Mazatlán 
Beauty Salon in Tualatin, Oregon and by buying real estate that she converted into income-
generating rentals. The real estate purchases were made with cashier’s checks funded by large 
cash deposits. Currency Transaction Reports generated by several banks showed that Barrientos 
made frequent cash deposits ranging from $10,000 to more than $373,000 into accounts held in 
her name or the name of her salon. These deposits totaled more than $3.5 million during a 9-
month period in 2021.  

Since February 2021, members of the drug trafficking organization also purchased a total of nine 
residential properties in Oregon, Washington and Nevada with an estimated total value of more 
than $4.6 million. All nine properties were purchased outright with no mortgages. Barrientos 
used laundered funds to purchase eight of these properties. She then used third-party property 
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management companies to rent these properties and received approximately $10,000 per month 
in rental income.  

On February 17, 2022, DEA agents arrested Barrientos and an associate at their Las Vegas 
residence. Agents found and seized two luxury vehicles, several loose receipts documenting 
high-end retail purchases, credit card statements documenting more than $16,000 spent on tickets 
to attend a professional boxing match, and other evidence memorializing the couple’s high-end 
lifestyle.  

On February 9, 2022, a federal grand jury in Portland returned an indictment charging Barrientos 
with conspiracy to launder drug proceeds. She pleaded guilty on July 31, 2024.  

Barrientos has agreed to forfeiture of the properties purchased with criminal proceeds as part of 
the resolution of her case. Some of the properties have been sold by the government; others are 
pending forfeiture and sale. The proceeds of forfeited assets are deposited in the Justice 
Department’s Assets Forfeiture Fund (AFF) and used to restore funds to crime victims and for a 
variety of other law enforcement purposes. To learn more about the AFF, please visit: 
https://www.justice.gov/afp/assets-forfeiture-fund-aff. 

This case was investigated by DEA with assistance from the FBI, Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI), IRS:CI, Tigard Police Department, and Oregon State Police. It is being 
prosecuted by Peter D. Sax, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon. Forfeiture 
proceedings are being handled by AUSA Katie De Villiers, also of the District of Oregon.  

This case is part of an Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) 
investigation. OCDETF identifies, disrupts, and dismantles the highest-level drug traffickers, 
money launderers, gangs, and transnational criminal organizations that threaten the United States 
by using a prosecutor-led, intelligence-driven, multi-agency approach that leverages the strengths 
of federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies against criminal networks. 
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