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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

From September 13-21, 2022, the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center conducted a statewide survey of Oregonians’ values and beliefs. 

Research Methodology: The online survey consisted of 1,878 Oregon residents ages 18+ and took approximately 15 minutes to complete. This is a sufficient sample size to assess Oregonians’ opinions generally and to review findings by multiple subgroups. 

Respondents were contacted by using professionally maintained online panels. In gathering responses, a variety of quality control measures were employed, including questionnaire pre-testing, validation, and real time monitoring of responses. To ensure a representative sample, demographic quotas were set, and data weighted by area of the state, gender, age, and education.

Statement of Limitations: Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is subject to a margin of error. The margin of error is a standard statistical calculation that represents differences between the sample and total population at a confidence interval, or probability, calculated to be 95%. This means that there is a 95% probability that the sample taken for this study would fall within the stated margin of error if compared with the results achieved from surveying the entire population. This survey’s margin of error for the full sample is ±2.3%. 

Oregon Values and Beliefs Center: The research was completed as a community service by the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center. OVBC is an independent and non-partisan organization and an Oregon charitable nonprofit corporation.   





OVBC Monthly Survey, September 2022

The OVBC September survey includes a handful of topics, including a general check on how you are doing in your area of Oregon, how you feel about the current economy, and some topics that will be spotlighted during the upcoming November elections.

Please be assured your personal identity will be kept anonymous. This survey should take about 10-15 minutes.  Random and robotic responders and those using hate speech are subject to disqualification through validity analytics.

OVBC is an Oregon-based nonprofit, nonpartisan team that uses a representative sample of Oregonians to provide valid opinion research.  We share our findings with elected officials, policymakers, the public, and other researchers.  Again, be assured that your name will not be connected to any of your responses in our reporting.  [OVBC panel:] You will be asked if you are willing to be contacted by a journalist about your answers to this survey and participation in OVBC.

Thank you. 

GENERAL

1. [OVBC Sept 2021/Jan 2022/Dec 2020] All things considered, do you think Oregon is headed in the right direction, or is it off on the wrong track? 
	Response Category 
	N = 1,878

	Right direction strongly
	7%
	42%

	Right direction somewhat
	35%
	

	Wrong direction somewhat
	21%
	51%

	Wrong direction strongly
	30%
	

	Don’t know
	7%



2. [OVBC April 2022] How worried are you about the future of your area of Oregon? 
	Response Category 
	N = 1,878 

	Not at all worried
	4%
	23%

	Not too worried
	18%
	

	Somewhat worried
	40%
	75%

	Very worried
	35%
	

	Don’t know
	2%



2a. [April 2022] Feel free to comment here about how you feel about the future of your area of Oregon. [See verbatims file]











3. In a short sentence or two, what is the most important issue you would like the elected leaders in your area of Oregon to do something about? [Open, required, CODED] [See verbatims document for original language]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Homelessness
	38%

	Housing
	15%

	Crime, enforce the law, safety
	12%

	Addiction/Drugs
	8%

	Economy/economics: cost, prices, inflation
	6%

	Climate change
	5%

	Government policy, government spending
	5%

	Mental health
	4%

	Economic equality/justice/income inequality wages
	4%

	Police
	4%

	Education
	4%

	Politics and elected officials
	3%

	Tax reform
	3%

	Environmental/natural resource stewardship; land use
	3%

	Infrastructure
	3%

	Jobs, workplace quality and equity
	3%

	Portland [mentioned]
	2%

	Reducing divisiveness, common ground
	2%

	Fire, wildfire
	2%

	Healthcare [access]
	2%

	Economy/economics: low income/poverty
	2%

	Economy/economic general/nonspecific
	2%

	Social services
	2%

	Abortion, reproduction rights
	2%

	Gun violence
	2%

	Gender, biological sex, sexual orientation
	2%

	Children, youth, families, and parents
	2%

	Government accountability and transparency, voting and democracy
	2%

	Waste managements (garbage/litter/graffiti)
	2%

	Gun control/regulations
	1%

	Anti-racism, racial justice, racial equity
	1%

	Transportation
	1%

	Water, drought
	1%

	Social justice, equality, equity, inclusivity
	1%

	Economy/economics: local/small businesses, economic development
	1%

	Rural [mentioned]
	1%

	Immigration
	1%

	Criminal justice reform (other than police)
	1%

	Community education/organizing, community-building
	<1%

	People with disabilities or impairments
	<1%

	Media and information literacy
	<1%

	Greater Idaho, State of Jefferson
	<1%

	Aging and elderly
	<1%

	Animal welfare
	<1%

	Campaign finance reform
	<1%

	Other
	4%

	Not interested/Not applicable
	3%

	Don’t know
	1%



THE ECONOMY

4. [OVBC Sept 2021/Jan 2022] How would you rate the economic conditions of Oregon today? [Excellent, Good, Only fair, Poor, Very poor, Unsure/Don’t know]
	[bookmark: _Hlk114388312]Response Category 
	N = 1,878  

	Excellent
	2%
	25%

	Good
	23%
	

	Only fair
	36%

	Poor
	23%
	34%

	Very poor
	12%
	

	Don’t know
	4%



5. [OVBC Jan 2022] Would you say that economic conditions in Oregon are getting better, staying about the same, or getting worse? 
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Getting better
	12%

	Staying the same
	32%

	Getting worse
	49%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	7%



6. [OVBC Sept 2021/Jan 2022] How worried are you about your personal financial situation? 
	Response Category 
	N = 1,878 

	Very worried
	26%
	63%

	Somewhat worried
	38%
	

	Not too worried
	24%
	35%

	Not at all worried
	11%
	

	Don’t know
	2%



7. [OVB A 1992 Q13] Which is more important for promoting economic growth in Oregon?  [Rotate first two]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Relaxing environmental protection regulations to make it easier for companies to do business
	25%

	Maintaining a quality environment to attract people and companies to Oregon
	60%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	15%



8. Please feel free to share your thoughts on the Oregon economy here: [See verbatims document] 









PUBLIC SERVICES AND TAXES

9. [OVB 2013 Q4] There has been some discussion in Oregon recently about the level of public services and the cost to taxpayers. Which of the following statements is closest to how you feel? [Rotate first and third]
	[bookmark: _Hlk114385771]Response category
	N = 1,878

	We spend too much on public services, and taxes to support existing services should be reduced
	26%

	We spend about the right amount on public services, and taxes should remain the same
	30%

	We don’t spend enough on public services, and we should increase some taxes
	30%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	14%




10. [OVBC September 2021] - Oregon is divided over many issues including the role of government and the value of certain public services, but do you believe there are things that all Oregonians value about living in Oregon that cut across political divides and represent common ground we can stand on together to make our state a better place? 
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Yes
	65%

	No
	14%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	21%



10a. Feel free to comment here on those values and beliefs we share that may unite us: [See verbatims document]

11. Please feel free to share your thoughts on Oregon public services and taxes here: [See verbatims document] 

CLIMATE CHANGE

Congress recently passed the Inflation Reduction Act, part of which allocates over $300 billion dollars to projects that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions (which are linked to the increased frequency and intensity of events like droughts, floods, and forest fires). As Oregon’s November elections come closer, we would like to know how you feel about this topic. 

12. Which of the following statements comes closest to your overall view of greenhouse gas emission regulations in Oregon? [Rotated first and third]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Greenhouse gas emission regulations should be MORE strict than they are today
	47%

	Greenhouse gas emission regulations are about RIGHT
	21%

	Greenhouse gas emission regulations should be LESS strict than they are today
	19%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	14%








13. For action on climate change, please indicate which level of action best suits your view. [RANDOMIZE – except DK]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	No action is needed
	17%

	Mostly stronger individual actions
	13%

	Mostly stronger government limits on emissions
	15%

	Both strong individual action and government regulations
	45%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	9%



14. Which of the following statements comes closest to your overall view of electric energy alternatives in Oregon? [Rotated first and third]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Oregon should be doing MORE to create affordable solar and wind-generated electricity
	61%

	Oregon is doing just about ENOUGH
	17%

	Oregon should be doing LESS to create affordable solar and wind-generated electricity
	12%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	10%



15. Does the issue of reducing greenhouse gas emissions make you more or less likely to vote in November? [Rotate first two statements]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	More likely to vote in November
	32%

	Less likely to vote in November
	3%

	This does not affect my voting behaviors
	54%

	Unsure
	10%



16. Thinking about the State elections in November, even if none of the statements fit you perfectly, are you more likely to vote for someone who gives high, medium, or low priority to reducing greenhouse gas emissions? [Rotate first and third]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	High priority to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
	37%

	Medium priority to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
	25%

	Low or no priority to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
	19%

	Undecided
	20%



17. Please feel free to share your thoughts on greenhouse gas emissions here: [See verbatims document] 

HOMELESSNESS

The issue of homelessness is on the minds of many Oregonians. As Oregon’s November elections come closer, we would like to know how you feel about this topic.

18. Which of the following statements comes closest to how you feel? [Rotate first and third]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Local officials should allocate MORE money to help reduce homelessness
	57%

	Local officials have allocated the RIGHT amount to reduce homelessness
	18%

	Local officials should allocate LESS money to help reduce homelessness
	13%

	Don’t know/Unsure
	12%



	18a. Feel free to leave any comments on this here: (See verbatims document)

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? [SPLIT SAMPLE]

19. The state of Oregon should guarantee access to temporary housing/shelter as a basic human right for all of its residents.
	Response Category – SAMPLE A
	n = 939

	Strongly agree
	42%
	71%

	Somewhat agree
	30%
	

	Somewhat disagree
	9%
	23%

	Strongly agree
	14%
	

	Don’t know
	6%




20. The state of Oregon should guarantee access to permanent housing/shelter as a basic human right for all of its residents.

	Response Category – SAMPLE B
	n = 939

	Strongly agree
	34%
	64%

	Somewhat agree
	30%
	

	Somewhat disagree
	12%
	29%

	Strongly agree
	18%
	

	Don’t know
	7%




21. Does the issue of homelessness make you more likely or less likely to vote in November? [Rotate first two statements]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	More likely to vote in November
	46%

	Less likely to vote in November
	3%

	This does not affect my voting behaviors
	45%

	Unsure
	6%



22. Thinking about the State elections in November, even if neither statement fits you perfectly, are you more likely to vote for someone who gives higher priority to clearing homeless camps or providing services? [Rotate first and second choices]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Higher priority to clearing homeless encampments from neighborhoods, city streets, and parks
	39%

	Higher priority on providing services to people living within homeless encampments in neighborhood, city sidewalks, and parks
	46%

	Undecided
	15%



23. Please feel free to share your thoughts on the issue of house/homelessness here: [See verbatims document] 









PROPOSED CHANGES TO ELECTION SYSTEMS IN OREGON

The next section will ask you how you feel about some proposed alternatives to election systems at the local and state level in Oregon. Some of these proposals are advancing to the ballot at the city and county level this year, others have been drafted as initiatives for future state elections. 
24. [PI] In general, how satisfied are you with the political party you are currently registered with? 
	Response category
	N = 1,878  

	1—Very unsatisfied
	10%
	16%

	2
	6%
	

	3—So, so
	25%

	4
	21%
	36%

	5—Very satisfied
	15%
	

	Unaffiliated
	12%

	Not registered
	5%

	Don’t know
	6%




25. Do you think that the Democratic and Republican parties have too much, the right amount or too little say in selecting candidates to compete in our general elections in Oregon? 
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Too much
	37%

	The right amount
	27%

	Too little
	8%

	Don’t know
	28%




26. Primary elections in Oregon, held in May, are usually restricted to voters who are registered with either the Democratic or Republican party (“closed primary”). These parties could open their primaries to all voters but have chosen not to do so. Which of the following statements comes closest to your preference? [Rotate first two]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Let the two major parties continue the practice of closed primaries
	23%

	Require the two major parties to open up their primary elections to all voters
	59%

	31Don’t know
	18%



27. In state elections for governor and the legislature, everyone gets one vote and the candidate who receives the most votes wins, even if that candidate gets less than 50% of the votes. Would you prefer to: 
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Keep it this way: the person with the most votes wins even if they get less than 50% of the votes
	31%

	If no candidate receives more than 50% of the vote, have the top two finishers advance to a second election to determine a majority winner (“runoff election”)
	24%

	Allow voters to rank candidates as their first, second, or third choices, and then tally these ranked choices to determine a winner who is supported by more than 50% of the voters (“ranked choice voting”)
	33%

	Don’t know
	13%



28. Which of these would you prefer for city council, county commission, and legislative seats? [Rotate first and second]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	One candidate elected for a particular region (“single-member district”)
	28%

	Two or more candidates elected for a particular region to represent different perspectives (“multi-member district”)
	47%

	Don’t know
	25%




29. One type of voting system combines both a multi-member district (more than one representative for an area) AND ranked-choice voting (voters rank their preferences as first, second, third, etc.). Under this system, candidates would not be required to secure a majority of votes cast in an election to win their seats. Instead, the system sets a minimum percentage for winning seats. For example, in a district electing three members, the minimum percentage is 25%. Voters' first, second and third or more choices are combined as necessary until three candidates pass the threshold of 25%.  

Would you support or oppose this method of electing candidates in your city or county? 
	Response Category 
	N = 1,878  

	Strongly support
	13%
	43%

	Somewhat support
	31%
	

	Somewhat oppose
	13%
	28%

	Strongly oppose
	14%
	

	Don’t know
	29%



30. Do you support or oppose legal residents who are not citizens being given the opportunity to vote in county elections? 
	Response Category 
	N = 1,878  

	Strongly support
	19%
	40%

	Somewhat support
	20%
	

	Somewhat oppose
	13%
	47%

	Strongly oppose
	34%
	

	Don’t know
	13%



31. When it comes to the best possible representation in state and local government, which of the following comes closest to your view?  [Rotate first two]
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	A candidate who wins a single-winner election with the most votes is better able to achieve consensus on an elected body and get things done for all voters
	36%

	Multiple candidates in an election that allows for more than one winner, with the top two or top three representing the area, would do a better job of getting things done for all voters
	39%

	Don’t know
	25%



32. Feel free to share here your thoughts about possible changes to our current election systems in Oregon. [See verbatims document]






DEMOGRAPHICS

These questions ensure our sample is representative of the population. This information is used for no other purpose.

What is your age?
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	18-29
	18%

	30-44
	26%

	45-54
	14%

	55-64
	17%

	65-74
	18%

	75+
	7%





What is the highest level of education you have attained?
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Less than high school
	3%

	High school diploma/GED
	31%

	2-yr degree/some college/trade
	36%

	4-yr degree/college degree
	13%

	Graduate degree/professional school
	17%



I describe my gender as:
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Man
	49%

	Woman
	49%

	Non-binary, non-conforming
	3%

	Trans
	1%

	Other
	<1%

	I prefer not to answer
	<1%



Knowing there may not be a perfect fit, which of these descriptions used by the US Census would you say best describes your race and/or ethnicity
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Asian
	4%

	Black or African American
	5%

	Hispanic or Latino/a/x
	9%

	Native American, American Indian, or Alaska Native
	6%

	Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
	1%

	White
	79%

	Another race or ethnicity not listed above
	2%

	Prefer not to answer
	3%



Area (From County)
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Tri-county
	43%

	Willamette Valley
	27%

	Rest of state
	31%


Area (from county)
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Central Oregon
	6%

	Eastern Oregon
	5%

	Metro Portland
	43%

	North Coast
	5%

	Northern Willamette Valley
	12%

	South Coast
	3%

	Southern Oregon
	9%

	Southern Willamette Valley
	18%




What is your party registration?
	[bookmark: _Hlk111524960]Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Democrat
	40%

	Republican
	24%

	Independent Party of Oregon
	13%

	Some other party
	3%

	Non-affiliated
	14%

	Not registered to vote
	7%



Do you rent or own your home?
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Own
	54%

	Rent
	36%

	Other arrangement
	10%



Do you have school-age children in your household?
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Yes
	24%

	No
	76%



What was your total household income in 2021? Remember to include everyone, and your best guess is okay.
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Less than $25,000
	23%

	$25,000-49,999
	25%

	$50,000-74,999
	19%

	$75,000-99,999
	11%

	$100,000-149,999
	13%

	$150,000 or more
	7%

	Refused
	1%



When it comes to most economic issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Very liberal
	16%

	Somewhat liberal
	20%

	Middle of the road
	36%

	Somewhat conservative
	17%

	Very conservative
	10%




When it comes to most social issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	N = 1,878 

	Very liberal
	23%

	Somewhat liberal
	22%

	Middle of the road
	33%

	Somewhat conservative
	13%

	Very conservative
	9%



Do you consider the area you live in to be 
	Response category
	N = 1,878

	Urban
	28%

	Suburban
	39%

	Rural changing to suburban
	11%

	Rural
	22%



What is your zip code? ______ 

We anticipate news media to be very interested in these results. If you are willing to be contacted by a journalist about your answers to this survey and participation in OVBC, please share your name, phone number and email. This is completely voluntary. 
Name:_______________________________________________
Phone number :________________________________________
Email address _________________________________________
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